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A boy and his mother lived far from 
town. His mother had to walk to town to 
get food. Then one day she got sick.
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“You will have to go to town,” Mother 
said. “Take these four silver coins.”

The boy smiled.
Mother said, “These are our only 

coins. Use them only for food. Don’t forget 
these words.”
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Soon the boy met a man with a cart 
of toys.
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“Where are you going with those four 
coins?” the man asked in a sly voice.

“To town,” answered the boy.
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“I will sell you these toys for those four 
coins,” the man said.

The boy liked to play, but he thought 
of the words Mother had told him. “No, 
thank you,” he answered.
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Soon the boy met a woman with a 
cart of books.
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“Where are you going with those four 
coins?” the woman asked in a sly voice.

“To town,” answered the boy.
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“I will sell you these books for those 
four coins,” the woman said.

The boy liked to read, but he thought 
of the words Mother had told him. “No, 
thank you,” he answered.
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Soon the boy met an old man. He had 
only a big empty sack.

“You look sad,” the boy said.
“I have no food,” the man answered.
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The boy thought of the words Mother 
had told him. He felt bad for the old man, 
so he gave him two of the coins. “Use 
these coins only for food,” he said.
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The man put the coins into his sack. 
The sack grew and grew until it was filled 
with coins. A magic sack!

“You gave me coins that you needed 
for food,” the old man said. “Now take 
this sack. You will have all the coins you 
ever need to get food.”
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